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December 2, 1997 
u s EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5 

470748 

Mr. Jon Peterson 
Remedial Project Manager 
USEPA 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60604-3590 

Subject: Response to USEPA Comments Dated September 4, 1997 

Dear Mr. Peterson: 

Woodward-Clyde International Americas (Woodward-Clyde) has prepared this response letter 
on behalf of the Albion-Sheridan PRP Group to address the EPA comment letter dated 
September 4, 1997 and the previous telephone conversation with Mr. John Seymour related to 
the Model Health and Safety Plan and Drum Management Plan for the remedial action at the 
Albion-Sheridan Township Landfill. The concepts of the comments that you provided to me 
are indicated in italics followed by the Group's response. 

VOLUME 2 OF 3, REMEDIAL ACTION WORK PLAN 

MODEL HEALTH AND SAFETY PLAN 

The August 1997 Model Health and Safety Plan does not fully comply with the OSHA 29 
CFR 1910.120 (HAZWOPER regulations). 

Response: 

The model Health and Safety Plan (HASP) has been used before successfully at other sites 
without concerns whether HAZWOPER was met; recall, the Contractor will be submitting the 
HASP that must meet OSHA regulations and that after incorporating the responses outlined 
herein that the Contractor's HASP will comply fully with the OSHA 29 CFR 1910.120 
(HAZWOPER regulations). 

Section 6.0 Air Quality Monitoring and Mitigative Measures for Control of Emissions 

The perimeter sampling method needs to be more clear; and there are conflicts in the text 
that would make the procedures difficult to clearly implement in the field. 
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For example, one section states that airborne contaminants are expected to be low during the 
construction activities. However, another section states the landfill is producing landfill 
gases in the form of methane gas and volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in concentrations 
exceeding 10,000 ppm. 

It is not clear from reading Section 6.2 what the action levels for the perimeter fence 
monitoring will be and there must be clear criteria for an upgrade in PPE based on elevated 
air readings. 

Response: 

The perimeter monitoring strategy is based upon first monitoring for worker safety in the 
immediate work area where the vapor concentrations would be highest. The vapor 
concentrations that would require an upgrade in PPE are clear in the HASP and will be 
included in the Contractor's HASP. 

Although the potential is high for high vapor concentrations, the generation of airborne 
contaminants will be controlled and minimized because the design requires a minimum surface 
area be exposed during the work. For instance, no airborne concentrations that required level 
C PPE were encountered during test pitting activities conducted during August, 1996. 

Woodward-Clyde is not sure where in Section 6,0 that the assumption is derived that the only 
source of flammable gases or vapors is from the construction activities. Section 4.4 states that 
flammable hazards are expected to be encountered during the course of the work due to the 
presence of methane and hydrogen sulfide gas. The greatest exposure to flammable gases is 
expected to occur at the location of intrusive construction activities (waste relocation, drum 
removal). 

Section 6.2 states that air monitoring will occur first in the work area, also in any immediate 
area where there is potential risk for chemical exposure or ignition of flammable gas, and 
also concurrent perimeter fenceline monitoring will be initiated if air monitoring results in the 
work area require an upgrade of PPE from level "D" to level "C" or higher. Air monitoring 
results occurring where the contaminants are expected to be highest (the "source") will 
determine the appropriate level of protection while air monitoring results at the fenceline 
should never approach the levels encountered in the work area. Section 6.2 also states that if 
Draeger Tube results for benzene and vinyl chloride exceed 0.5 ppm for either compound at 
the fenceline, work will cease until levels have dropped below this level for a minimum of one 
half hour. 
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Section 9.0 Decontamination Procedures 

The decontamination requirements need to more fully address the appropriate 
decontamination procedures regarding the required PPE and the acceptance criteria for 
decontamination of larger, non-sampling, equipment. 

Response: 

The PPE required for equipment decontamination will be a minimum of Level "D" and will be 
raised to level C or B, when necessary, to preclude exposure to potential contamination. 
Equipment, other than that used for sampling, will be judged properly decontaminated when 
all visible particulates are removed. 

Section 10.0 Emergency Response Plan 

The Emergency Response Plan does not address public protection in the event of an 
emergency. 

Response: 

Should the Site Safety Officer determine that evacuation of the Site is necessary, the 
appropriate local authorities (see Section 10.5) will be notified to determine the appropriate 
evacuation procedures. The Contractor will be required to contact the local fire and police 
departments prior to initiation of work. 

DRUM MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The drum management plan appears to be adequate. However the general location of the 
drum staging area is along the fence line on the east side of the landfill. Will there be a 
temporary fence around the site? 

Response: 

A temporary fence will be in place around the site at least until the drums have been properly 
removed from the site. The drum staging area will not likely attract undue interest from the 
public as the area to the east of the landfill is undeveloped and heavily wooded and not visible 
from any of the surrounding roads. 
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Though not specifically noted in Section 6.2, work area includes the area where the following 
will occur: drum excavation, opening of any drums and the drum staging area. These areas 
are included as areas where there is a potential risk for chemical exposure or ignition of 
flammable gas, Therefore, air monitoring will occur at the downwind edge of this area(s) as 
specified in Section 6.2. 

Please call if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

John Seymour 
Project Coordinator 

DDS:dds 

cc: L. Bartz 
K. Sakowski 
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